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perpetuating the culture of the island

Visit kukuigrovecenter.com for updated hours, 
menus & more stores reopening!

Macy’s, Jeans Warehouse, Deja Vu Surf Hawaii, 
GNC, Flip Flop Shops, Famous Footwear, 

Sunglass Hut – Plus Fun Summer Treats & More

GRADUATION AND FATHERS DAY GIFTS
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As local and state officials ease restrictions against COVID-19, non-
essential businesses are slowly being allowed to reopen. Businesses 
that were heavily dependent on the visitor industry, however, will 
have to navigate an economy that is basically void of tourist dollars 
at the moment.
 There may be a silver lining in all this, as the late physicist 
Albert Einstein once said, “in the midst of every crisis, lies 
great opportunity.”
 “We’re going to need to reinvent ourselves,” said Joyce Miranda, 
owner of CJM Country Stables in Kōloa.
 This reinvention at CJM includes shifting their focus to local 
residents rather than the visitor industry. The ranch is offering 
horseback riding tours designed specifically for kama‘āina. But the 
most exciting change is arguably a petting zoo for young children, 
complete with pony rides, horse-feeding and, of course, petting and 
feeding cute little animals, such as piglets, guinea pigs, fluffy rabbits 
and even a family of dwarf Nigerian goats.
 CJM, short for Come Join Me, makes much of its revenue from 
offering guided horseback tours in their 25-acre oceanfront ranch in 
the South Shore. The views on the property are stunning, even for 
local residents used to the beauty of the island.
 “There are not a lot of places that have the panoramic view we 
have here,” Joyce said. From the ranch’s entrance, the sloping hills 
reveal the turquoise blue ocean and white sandy beaches trailing the 
coastline from Maha‘ulepu to Kipu. The volcanic mountain ridge in 
the background extends all the way to jagged skyscraping cliffs by 
the ocean.
 The bulk of CJM’s customers are visitors. Joyce said business is 
usually slow in the first couple months of the year, picking up during 
spring break, and again during summer. They were anticipating lots 
of timeshare owners, honeymooners, cruise ship passengers and 
college students for the hotter months of 2020.
 “All that came to a very abrupt halt,” said Joyce, adding they 
stopped offering tours on March 18. “As it is right now, we’re just 
trying to survive.”
 Being a ranch, she said, shutting down tours was just one 
concern. The ranch has more than 60 horses that need to be fed on a 
daily basis.
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 “Just because they don’t take a 
tour, it doesn’t mean they don’t eat,” 
she said of the horses. “They still have 
to eat. So, we needed to be creative 
in how we are going to survive this 
period of time until things get back to 
normal.”
 Joyce said the concept for the 
petting zoo came from her daughter, 
Marti Snyder, the “creative mind” 
bringing ideas for the ranch to go into 
new directions and to bring revenues to 
supplement their income during these 
trying times and beyond.
 Marti said even before COVID-19 
happened, she wanted to attract 
more local residents into the ranch’s 
activities. She was thinking of offering 
the ranch’s property as a venue for 
local weddings, engagements, parties 
and special events. But she was also 
thinking about young children. Before 
the petting zoo, only children ages eight and up were allowed in the 
tours. Besides going to the beach, she said, there are no activities for 
young children on the South Shore.
 “There’s only so much beach a little kid can get, and so much 
sun,” Marti said. “You kind of want to do different things. I think it 
would be good to incorporate the local kids too, to get them more 
acquainted with animals in a safe, cool way.”
 The petting zoo could also become a destination for school 
excursions and an opportunity for education, she said.
 Petting zoo visits are set up as one-hour packages, according to 
Marti. Children have a limited attention span, going from one thing 
to another in a matter of minutes. So, the package is arranged in a 
way to keep them moving and entertained.
 The visit starts with a 20-minute wagon ride through the 
property. The kids then meet the horses, separated by a fence, and 

are encouraged to feed them treats. From there, they go to the 
much-awaited petting zoo, where they have a choice of feeding and 
petting the animals through the fence or going inside the enclosure. 
The piglets, bunnies and guinea pigs are cute, but the mama dwarf 
Nigerian goat and her two kids are just adorable. The remainder of 
the package is just as exciting, with the kids going on a pony ride – 
an assisted ride on the back of a small horse.
 The kids are also able to get safely close to the horses while the 
horses are getting saddled. The kids can even brush the horses and 
feed them treats. Marti said she wanted to have an activity where 
local kids can learn about horses and ranching.
 Besides the petting zoo, CJM is also offering a special scenic beach 
ride tour catered for local people, according to Marti. She said some 
locals are saying that since there are no tourists around, they see an 
opportunity to enjoy some activities that were created for the visitor 
industry.

Savannah Miranda, left, is seen here helping Beverley Aguilar-Kinnaman ride Blueberry.

Guinea pigs, bunnies and dwarf Nigerian goats are some of the animals at the new petting zoo at CJM Country Stables. Photos by Léo Azambuja

 Léo Azambuja



Get 3X The Points

Don’t have a Signature or Platinum Visa® Credit Card? 
For more information, call us at 808.245.6791 and Apply Today!

Limited-time offer of triple points ends July 31, 2020. Available to new and existing Gather Signature and Platinum Visa® Credit 
Card holders. Maximum of 75,000 points can be earned. Platinum Credit Card requires a $25 annual fee. Visit www.gatherfcu.org 
for additional details and restrictions.

www.gatherfcu.org   |   808.245.6791

Federally Insured by NCUA

Download Gather’s Visa Mobile App to make payments 
and monitor your account.

From June 15th through July 31st, earn 3x the points for every $1 you spend when you 
use your Gather Signature or Platinum Visa® Credit Card at any Kaua‘i restaurant.  

When we all support our local businesses, we make all of us stronger. 

Help Kaua‘i Recover.

 In the future, when the pandemic is over, Marti said there’s a 
possibility CJM may offer a locals’ day or weekend once a month, 
giving local residents a break in the price to encourage them to get 
the experience.
 For those who can’t or don’t want to ride a horse, CJM offers 
wagon rides, Joyce said. The wagon goes around the ranch, and is 
suitable for grandmas and grandpas, young children or those who 
simply don’t want to go on horseback riding tour. Besides horses, 
CJM also has more than 100 head of cattle.
 The parties for all these activities can’t exceed 10 people, under 
the current government guidelines to prevent spread of COVID-19. 
But Marti said the tours were always intimate, with a maximum of 
eight clients at a time.
 CJM first opened in 1985, with only 12 horses. Many locals 
recognize them for the rodeo they organize during the Kōloa 
Plantation Days every summer, going back many years. CJM puts a 
lot of effort into its multi-day event, showcasing local and off-island 
cowboys. Locals come in large numbers to see the bull rides, roping 
competition and other rodeo attractions. There are food trucks and 
live entertainment too. All local style.
 Since the Kōloa Plantation Days Rodeo is not happening this year, 
Joyce said as things open up more, she wants to organize a music 
festival at the ranch later this year, with local entertainers and food 
booths. But she doesn’t want to put a date on it because the future is 
still uncertain.
 Find CJM Country Stables in Po‘ipū, about 1.8 miles past the Grand 
Hyatt Resort. Visit www.cjmstables.com or call 742-6096 for more 
information or booking.

CJM Country Stables first opened in 1985 with 12 horses, and today it has more than 60 horses and 100 head of cattle.
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Do you need help with your utility bill? 

The federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) assists low income households 

with a one-time annual credit on their electric bill.

Kaua‘i Economic Opportunity (KEO) will be  
accepting applications from June 1st through  

June 30th. You must meet certain criteria to qualify.

Please call KEO at  
245.4077 ext. 242

The University of Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Program’s Hawai‘i and Pacific Islands King Tides Project team is 
appealing for your help to document this summer’s high-water level events (King Tides). Data gathered by 
the community helps the research team to better understand future impacts from sea-level rise and other 
coastal hazards. This article draws material from the program’s website. If you’d like to help to collect images, 
visit pacificislandskingtides.com for detailed tutorials on how to capture and submit valuable pictures.

 “The King Tides photo project is an important learning opportunity for adults and kids alike,” said Ruby 
Pap, Coastal Land Use Extension Agent for Hawai‘i Sea Grant Program. “And it falls within social distancing 
guidelines for covid-19.”
 King Tides provide a window into our future because today’s high tides are tomorrow’s average sea levels. 
Images and data submitted by the community are a significant contribution understanding and adapting to 
rising seas. You – assisting this program as a community scientist – can add to a free, publicly accessible and 
crowd-sourced dataset by photographing King Tides at places important to you. Photos, observations, dates, 
times and locations can be submitted through the project’s web platform accessed through your smartphone 
or desktop computer.
 Here are a few tips on planning your successful photo trip. Kaua‘i shores will receive King Tides in the 
afternoons on July 3, 4 and Aug. 17, 18. The peak of the high tide is the best time to take photos because 

that is when water levels are at their highest point. The precise 
time for high tide varies depending on your photo location. For 
example, the July 4 King Tide in Hanalei will peak at 2:59 p.m. with 

a predicted +2.59 feet, while Nawiliwili Harbor’s tide will peak at 4 p.m. reaching a predicted +2.42 feet.
 Please be mindful of personal safety as you participate in this project. The shoreline is a dynamic 
environment. Always reduce risk to yourself and others when capturing high water photos. Be aware of your 
surroundings (e.g., wind, waves, edges, steps) and observe your location and routes before heading out. 
Avoid locations that require climbing on rocks, walls or other structures. Ensure you access sites via public 
access points. Use extra caution during Winter King Tides which may be in the early morning hours. Dress 
appropriately (you may get wet), but most of all, have fun!
 Project researchers are interested in any and all locations that show King Tides along coastlines. Several of 
our community scientists have fished, surfed, swam, paddled and lived along our coastlines for many years, 
many decades or many generations. This place-based knowledge that we collectively possess is one of the 
strongest assets of our project.
 Together we have a collective understanding 
of changes in water level over time that is large 
and powerful. Your understanding of Kaua‘i’s 
coastlines and beaches that are special and 
important to you can help the team to better 
understand how King Tides differ from average 
water levels of the past.

Seeking Your King Tides Photos

Community

By Tommy Noyes

• Tommy Noyes is Kaua‘i Path’s 
executive director, a League of 
American Bicyclists Certified 
Instructor and active with 
the Kaua‘i Medical Reserve Corps.

Monika Mira/More Responsible LivingMonika Mira/More Responsible Living

Kukuiula Harbor’s pier and boat ramp were inundated during a recent King Tide event documented on this 
photo



Federally insured by NCUA. 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic our Kilauea branch 
opening was delayed. We hope to open soon.  

Consolidate your debt with a lower 
monthly payment. You can get some
of the lowest rates in the state, plus 
your money stays on Kaua‘i. 

Is now the right
time to refinance
your mortgage?

Call or text (808) 245-2463, email aloha@kgefcu.org or use our loan 
calculator to see how much you can save www.kgefcu.org/loan-calculator/
Anyone can be eligible for membership with KGEFCU

WE WORK 
TO A HIGHER 
STANDARD.
OURS.

www.WeC l eanKaua i . com

808-337-2080

Play Miniature Golf!
Lawai
Beach
Resort

at
Play Miniature Golf!

• Fun for beginners, a 
challenge for all ages!

• Great team building sport

• Party facilities available

240-5100 • www.lawaibeach.org

Lawai
Beach
Resort

at

We are Accepting New Residents

www.regency-pacific.com

Call: (808) 246-4449 or (808) 245-7158  
Email:  bsherman@regency-pacific.com

HAPPY HAPPY 
FATHER’S DAY!FATHER’S DAY!

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

HAWAI‘I WISDOM
Kilioe wahine i uka.
“Kilioe, woman of the upland.”
Kilioe was a wahine mo‘o (lizard woman) famed in chants and songs of the ali‘i. She 
belonged to Kaua‘i and it was she who tried to prevent Hi‘iaka from taking the body of 
Lohi‘au from a cave at Ha‘ena. Source: ‘Ōlelo No‘eau, by Mary Kawena Pukui

At the bottom of the trail to Hanakāpī‘ai, you’ll find Kē‘ē Beach, one of the most 
important sites in Hawai‘i, where Hi‘iaka started the tradition of hula dance. This picture 
was taken in May, a few days after the trail to Hanakāpī‘ai was reopened, after being 
closed for several weeks because of COVID-19 restrictions. The once busiest hiking trail 
on Kaua‘i was nearly empty, with very few people hiking on it.

Léo Azambuja



Rent an
Old School

Toyota
• Do you have family visiting?
• Car in the shop?
• Need an affordable ride?

Call 808.245.7177
Clean • Reliable • Easy Check In

Don’t Expect Fancy • No Surprises

We Offer Kama‘aina Rates
www.rentawreckkauai.com

RENT-A-WRECK

Kauai



&Home Garden

POPULAR SHAKER STYLE IN:
White  Cognac  Waimea Sea Salt

Honsador
L U M B E R

w w w . h o n s a d o r . c o m
FREE DELIVERY    FREE DESIGN SERVICE (APPOINTMENT REQUIRED)    808-246-2412

CREATED FOR HAWAII’S HOMES
AND CUSTOMIZED TO ADDRESS
HAWAII’S UNIQUE LIFESTYLE AND

CLIMATE CONDITIONS.

ISLANDER
CABINETRY

EXCLUSIVELY
DISTRIBUTED
BY HONSADOR

JUNE &
JULY SPECIAL!

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. MINIMUM
OF 10 LINEAL FEET OF UPPER AND

LOWER CABINETS. 

10% OFF CABINETS AND
GET COUNTERTOPS

FREE!

2824 C. Wehe Road, Lihue
808-245-3524www.kawamurafarm.com

best variety of ourdoor power equipment
friendly & knowledgeable staff

power equipment sales, service & parts
Come in or Call Today!

M. Kawamura
Farm Enterprises

Suggested summer projects:
• Replace windows while it's dry
• Paint inside and out
• Give your kitchen new life with fresh cabinets and countertops
• Power wash
• Install air conditioning or that ceiling fan (you'll be needing it)
• Build an outdoor kitchen

Feeling the heat? It’s time to cool off!
We Now Offer Licensed Electrical Services

Rutan
Refrigeration &
Air Conditioning

C-25067

A Licensed Contractor
At Competitive Rates

Ask About Our Current Electrical Service Promotions!!

Questions or Inquiries?
 Call Rutan today at

808-245-8579
or Email us at rutanref@hawaiiantel.net
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Health, Wellness & Fitness

By the time the COVID-19 pandemic is 
over, there will be a lot of fit, tan people 
on Kaua‘i. It appears there is a substantial 
increase of people on the multi-use path 
in Kapa‘a these days, whether they are 
jogging, biking, walking or just taking their 
dogs outside.
 I am happy to admit I’ve been spending 
a lot more time on my bike on the Ke Ala 
Hele Makalae, or the path that goes along 
the coast, an eight-mile coastal path going 
from the northern end of Donkey Beach to 
Kamalani Playground, behind Wailua Golf 
Course.
 Biking is a low-impact activity that is fun 
and easy to learn. You will build your overall 
health while toning your leg muscles. And 
if you use your bike to commute to work or 
to get groceries, you pretty much get an 
exercise without setting aside 
time for exercising.
 One of the main benefits 
of biking regularly includes 
an increased cardiovascular 
fitness. This means 
strengthening your most 
important muscle; your heart. 
But you’ll also strengthen other 
muscles while improving your 
flexibility and joint health. 
As with most exercises done 
properly, biking also decreases 
body fat, stress, anxiety and 
depression, while improving 
posture, coordination, bone 
density and disease prevention.
 Dr. Clare Safran-Norton 
at the Harvard Medical 
School-affiliated Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston, 
Mass. says biking benefits 
even carry over to our overall 
balance, by improving walking, 
standing, endurance and stair 

Pedal to a Better Health
By Léo Azambuja

climbing.
 Safran-Norton also alerts us to follow safety 
precautions such as sticking to bike paths, 
riding with buddies, finding the correct seat 
height, avoiding riding if you have a recent 
fracture, wearing sunscreen, staying hydrated, 
and perhaps the most important of all, always 
wearing a helmet.
 The nonprofit organization Kaua‘i Path 
helps people to get acquainted with proper 
bike riding etiquette and safety rules. They 
offer a lot of biking tips, safety guidelines and 
latest bike riding news on their website, www.
bikepath.org. They also offer regular group 
bike rides and classes. Check them out to find 
their schedule, and to connect with them to 
become healthier and perhaps make a few 
new friends.
 Before you run to the bike shop to buy a 

new bike, dust off your old one and take it 
to the shop for a tune up if needed. It might 
be just what it needs. Make sure the brakes 
work properly before you take the bike on the 
street.
 If you don’t have a bike, there are a few used 
ones on Craigslist that might be just right for 
you. A bike at a bike shop won’t be cheap, 
but you will likely walk out with a bike that is 
ready to hit the road. If you opt to buy a more 
affordable bike at Walmart, make sure the 
gearing works correctly, or at least that it can 
be adjusted to function properly. You might 
have to take it to a bike shop to have it tuned 
up.
 Most importantly, get on a bike and on the 
path. Have fun while improving your health. 
You won’t regret it.



Westside Pharmacy

Kalaheo Pharmacy
Statewide distributor of Omnipod external insulin pumps

Service One In & One Out
Delivery Available

Kalaheo Pharmacy
4475 Papalina Rd, 
Kalaheo

Accredited Specialty 
and Compounding and Retail Pharmacy

Our patients’ needs come first

Westside Pharmacy
1-3845 Kaumualii Hwy, 
Hanapepe

(808) 335-5342

(808) 332-6000

8:30a-5:30p m-f 
sat 8:30a-1:30p • closed sun

9:00a-5:30p m-f
sat 9a-noon • closed sun

Do you need help in 
making your Medicare Supplement choices?

Do you need life or long-term care Insurance?

Call JASON BLAKE
Representing
• Humana
• TransAmerica
• Ohana Health Plan
• Mutual of Omaha
• Kaiser and more…

70% 
of Americans

will need 
long-term care
at some point.

Protect 
your family and

your assets.
(808) 652-5210

jblakekauai@gmail.com

On-Kauai  Insurance Agent
HI License #386250

Craig Sadamitsu

therapeutic massage
pain management
body treatmets

welcomes you to

locally owned & operated

Me Time 

& Bodywork
 Massage

808-245-8880

metimekauai.com

Miracle CBDMiracle CBD

Miracle Nutritional Products • text/call countywide
Call 212-6166Call 212-6166

1000 mg CBD E-Liquid 
Banana Daquiri, Pina Colada • $75
Miracle Smoke CBD Vape Kit  
$30 including charger
Miracle CBD Pressed Pills Premium 
Strength 
30 Count

Top 
QualityExtensive Info AvailableNo Store = Less Cost

Health, Wellness & Fitness



SMITH’S TROPICAL 
PARADISE
On the Wailua River
Just off HWY 56 
821-6895
smithskauai.com

We invite you to join our family in celebrating the 
unique flavors of the islands followed by a cultural 
pageant ~ “Rhythm of Aloha.” A local favorite, 
the luau is Owned & Managed by a local Hawaiian 
family! Special Hawaii resident pricing available. 
Call 821-6895 or visit www.smithskauai.com.

“BEST LUAU ON KAUAI”  
SMITH’S FAMILY GARDEN LUAU

Visit us soon to enjoy the many things Anaina Hou 
Community Park has to offer: Mini Golf & Botanical 
Gardens. Fire Show every Wednesday. Pau Hana 
Fridays with drink specials and live entertainment. Café 
& Gift Store. Food Trucks. Saturday Kilauea Farmers 
Market. HI-5 Recycling. Movie Nights. Hiking. Playground 
& Skate Ramp. Weddings & Private Events. Kama‘aina 
offers available.

A COMMUNITY GATHERING PLACE  
ON THE NORTH SHORE

Kauai Mini Golf & 
Botanical Gardens
at Anaina Hou 
Community Park
5-2723 Kuhio Hwy, 
Kilauea
828-2118
www.anainahou.org

Family Fun Kaua‘i Style

This outstanding course is backed by lush emerald 

mountains and sculpted from a rolling plateau 

eight stories above the Pacific Ocean. Nestled 

among the gentle contours of Poipu Bay. Home 

of the PGA Grand Slam of Golf from 1994-2006.

A COURSE UNLIKE ANY OTHER
Poipu Bay Golf Course
Poipu
808-742-8711 or 1-800-
858-6300

Lawai Marketplace at Warehouse 3540 is an all-around 
unique Kaua‘i experience. Set in the Historic Pineapple 
Cannery area of Lawai, the Warehouse was an Aluminum 
and Jalousie glass factory badly damaged in Hurricane 
Iniki in 1992. This now restored Warehouse is home to a 
variety of Kauai’s best Food Trucks, Craft Coffee, Hand 
Crafted Shave Ice, Shops, and Galleries. We invite you to 
meet the local chefs, makers and artists who are truly the 
heartbeat of this beautiful Island. Aloha!

LAWAI MARKETPLACE AT WAREHOUSE 3540

Warehouse 3540
3540 Koloa Rd.
Lawai, HI 96765
warehouse3540.com
warehouse3540@gmail.com
Instagram: @warehouse3540

Four daily Tee Times have been reserved for Kaua‘i 
residents, with green fees of just $35 per player. Starting 
time blocks for Kaua‘i Residents are: 
Wednesday-Friday: 12 PM, 12:10 PM, 12:20 PM 12:30 PM
Saturday & Sunday: 11 AM, 11:10 AM, 11:20 AM, 11:30 AM
TEE TIME HOTLINE: 808-742-3010
(All golfers must provide proof of Kaua‘i Residency.)
Please visit www.kolepakukuiula.com for more details.

Tee Times for Kaua‘i Residents at Kukui‘ula!

Kukui‘ula Golf Course
The Club at Kukui‘ula
2700 Ke Alaula Street
808-742-3010
www.kolepakukuiula.com

Please note that due to CoVid-19 many of these venues are temporarily closed. Please contact them before making plans.
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Bikram Yoga
Kauai

New Student Introductory
$39 for 30 days

 Unlimited Yoga!!!!*

www.bikramyogakauaikapaa.com
808-823-9642

Choy Village Shopping Center behind Lemongrass

Same pure Bikram Yoga with new owners!  
Come in and meet us!

*For those who have never been or haven’t been back since June 1st.

alexanderbaldwin.com

Building communities and brighter futures  
with our hands and our hearts.

Deeply rooted  
in Hawaii,  

we’re proud to 
lend our support.

Women’s
Wellness Clinic

All Women Welcome

808-246-9577

4370 Kukui Grove Street, Suite 115
Lihue HI 96766

For information call

or visit mphskauai.org

Now Accepting Patients

808-332-7381
 information@aquaengineers.com

Call

Aqua Engineers

 ✓ Experienced
 ✓ Licensed
 ✓ Certified
 ✓ Trusted

Our large fleet of collection system 
trucks are at your service!

An organization or business that becomes
a Lōkahi Partner can offer KGEFCU
membership to all of its employees
and their ‘ohana. Financial wellness
will help create a happier, 
healthier workforce. 

Become a Lōkahi
PartnerToday! 

Together, we can achieve more. 

‘

Call or text (808) 245-2463 and
ask to speak with our friendly 
Business Development Officers!

Visit us at www.hartungbrothers.com for more information 

www.kauaichamber.org email: info@kauaichamber.org

the Kaua‘i Chamber of Commerce

“All progress takes place outside 
the comfort zone.”

– Michael John Bobak
(808) 245-7363

Motivation Monthly brought to you by
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Kau Kau Delights
Taco Libre

• Anni Caporuscio is a food, coffee and book lover. She can be found 
walking her dog at the Kapa'a Bike Path, or crushing enemies at the 
Kapa'a Hockey Rink during roller derby season.

Let me introduce you to Taco Libre, a new food truck in the grassy food truck zone 
across from Sueoka market in Old Kōloa Town. Taco Libre has been open since 
February, serving delicious, authentic Mexican food as a take-out restaurant 
throughout Kaua‘i’s Covid-19 experience.
 Taco Libre is among the wittier food truck names on island, hailing from 
the movie Nacho Libre about a priest with a secret life as a luchador, which is a 
Mexican wrestler, characterized by elaborate masks and costuming.
 When asked about their choice of name and theme, owners Aaleiyah Chinen 
and Christian Martinez referred to the parallels of their journey to become 
independent restaurant owners to the luchador’s struggle to keep fighting and 
enduring, never throwing in the towel, to get to where you want to be. It’s not 
easy being a restaurant owner, and even more difficult in the time of COVID-19, 
but Aaleiyah and Christian are helping to reimagine the function of food service in 
this “new” world.
 Since Taco Libre opened, you may have come across the couple at their spot in 
Koloa, at Hanapepe’s Art Walk on Friday nights, Lāwa‘i Beach Resort on Mondays, 
and First Saturday in Old Kapa‘a Town. They are currently serving in the Kōloa 
location from 10 a.m.-3 p.m, Sunday-Wednesday. Though they said they can’t 
wait to get back to events, they have been growing their customer base every 
week and having fun experimenting with specials over the last months.
 Oh, how I have missed Mexican food! I would never dishonor it by attempting 
it at home. There’s not a chance I will be fire roasting chiles, or taking the care 
and nursing attention to prepare a chile relleno. Nor do I have the apparatus for 
a proper al pastor to make the crispy/tender slow heated pork or beef. COVID-19 
has given me a renewed appreciation for good food. Taco Libre has a small but full 
menu that features tacos and burritos — what I call hand food that you can eat 
easily on the go – and also a collection of Mexican favorites like the chile relleno 
and chilaquiles.
 Christian’s parents are immigrants to Chicago from Mexico; his father is from 
Durango and his mother from Monterey. Aaleiyah is born and raised on Kaua‘i. The 
couple continue to get tips from Christian’s mom and grandmother for good food. 
Their menu is inspired with help from Christian’s family recipes and a merger with 
Aaleiyah’s experience on island. Over her mask, Aaleiyah’s eyes lit up when she 
talked at length about her love for playing with flavors and creating new things. 
While whole-heartedly sticking to family traditions, she’s not shy about blending 
those with island favorites. Case in point: the Mexi-Moco, the logical marriage of 
Mexican flavors with Kauai’s favorite breakfast. And how cute is this: they pointed 
to the heating element for the al pastor setup which is ceramic tile radiating heat 
(traditional) complimented with lava rocks and said, “it’s like us”.
 COVID-19 has given us all a chance to reevaluate and dream big. Some of Taco 
Libre’s goals for the coming opening months are to serve breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner; for their menu to deliver as close to 100 percent local as possible; to go 
back to events and help to bring community together; to continue to advocate for 
eco-friendly habits and consumption; and to play with the menu more and more 
to fuse Mexican and Kaua‘i cultures through food.
 Find Taco Libre on social media @tacolibrefoodtruck, call them at 855-5583 or 
email tacolibrefoodtruck@gmail.com.

By Anni Caporuscio

The Mexi-Moco is a fusion of Mexican food with one of Kaua‘i’s favorite breakfast dishes, 
the loco-moco.

Taco Libre’s owners, Christian Martinez and Aaleiyah Chinen, serve a menu that brings a mix of 
Mexican recipes and local Hawaiian foods.
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808-332-0821 • www.kauaikookie.com

More than Kookies!
Café • Bakery

Plate Lunch • Hamburgers • Saimin •Daily Specials
Ohana Pack Full Meal – Serves 4 –$35

Groceries • Produce, Dairy & More
marketplace open • 10 customers maximum

current delivery area Hanapepe to Omao • call for more informtion

face covers & social distancing required

Delivery • Takeout • Curbside Pick up
SALTY WAHINE GOURMET HAWAIIAN SEA SALTS IS 

STILL MANUFACTURING THEIR SEASONINGS FOR ALL 
YOUR COOKING NEEDS.  

ORDER AT SALTY WAHINE.COM AND  
USE CODE 10 FOR A 10% LOYALTY DISCOUNT.

Hukilau Lanai Restaurant
in Kapaa
Reservations 
Recommended
Tues-Sun 5-9pm
822-0600
hukilaukauai.com

Mahalo for joining us for our Curbside Pickup Events 
in May! Hukilau Lanai misses you, Kaua’i and we 
are so thankful for your support.  We are looking 
forward to reopening our dining room sometime in 
June -stay tuned to social media for updates!

Follow us on Facebook @hukilaulanai

And Instagram @hukilau_kauai

Get Your FrozenGet Your Frozen
Pops SafelyPops Safely
No ContactNo Contact

Delivery ServiceDelivery Service

www.OnoPops.comwww.OnoPops.comOnoPops_KauaiOnoPops_Kauai  | |

OnoPops also available at OnoPops also available at 
the following locations:the following locations:

Donate Ono Pops!Donate Ono Pops!

• Aloha Aina Juice Cafe in Lihue
• Ha Coffee Bar - Lihue
• Hanalei Liquor Store - Hanalei
• Healthy Hut - Kilauea
• Hoku Foods - Kapaa
• Japanese Grandma’s Cafe – Hanapepe
• Kauai Kookie – Kalaheo
• Kukuiula Market - Koloa
• Mark’s Place in Puhi Industrial Park
• N. Shore General Store - Princeville 

Center
• PMRF Navy Exchange - Kekaha
• Papaya’s Natural Foods - Kapaa
• Vim n Vigor - Lihue
• Waimea Plantation Cottages - Waimea

Safe, contact free delivery to your doorstep. 15 pops minimum.

If you give OnoPops to 1st responders, medical staff or non-profits, especially those 
feeding the hungry, we will add 50% more to your order at no extra cost.

For example, donate 20 pops & we’ll send them 30.

Email GregAskew2@gmail.com or direct message on Instagram
Contact Greg • Call or text 808-238-6565

 Léo Azambuja

You can find Taco Libre parked across the street from Sueoka Market in Old Kōloa Town, 
but as soon as more COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, you may also see them back at 
Hanapepe Art Walk on Friday, Lawa‘i Beach Resort on Monday, and First Saturday in 
Kapa‘a. 
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The Kaua‘i Store – Evolving a Business

Biz 
of the 
Month

Business MarketplaceKaua‘i

When Erik Burton opened The Kaua‘i Store more than 
five years ago, his vision was a one-stop-shop for locally 
made products. Over the years, his business grew to 
represent more than 200 local vendors, with the store 

carrying 800-plus Kaua‘i-
made products, online and 
onsite.
 But since COVID-19 
turned the world upside 
down, non-essential 
businesses – which include 

gift stores – were forced to shut down. Burton then 
decided to figure out how to keep his doors open, and 
most importantly, how to help the community in one of 
our most difficult times.
 “I took a day to reflect and assess my options. 
Essential businesses were allowed to stay open. One of 
the essential categories was food. We had some foods, 
so I added some local produce, breads and such. In 
addition to that, we also carry fabric face masks,” said 
Burton, adding this shift was “more of an evolution than 
a revolution.”
 Additionally, some people were afraid of going to big 
box stores. For them, Burton said, a small local store was 
seen as a better and safer option. And that’s how food 
became the answer. The Kaua‘i Store is selling fruits and 
vegetables from several different local farmers.
 “We certainly aren’t generating any sustaining level 
of revenues yet, but at least we have a fighting chance to 
stay connected with our customers and shift with them,” 
he said.
 The little bit of money the store is generating, he 
said, is helping to keep the lights on. But even with 
the revenues down, Burton still wanted to help the 
community in a meaningful way.
 “I took half of the last bit of cash I had and bought a 
little bag of food to give away,” said Burton, adding he 
cleared some shelves, placed the food there, and it just 
took off. Two weeks later, the Kapa‘a Food Pantry was 
serving an average of 15 people every day. Now there is 
a lot of donated food stocked on the pantry shelves on 
the right side of the store, and no one leaves the store 
without the prospect of having at least a couple free 
meals.

By Léo Azambuja

 “Even though these are not paying customers, they are 
coming into The Kaua‘i Store for the first time and having a very 
positive experience,” he said. “Although I am not generating 
any significant revenue, I am fortunate to still be engaging 
with customers and charting a path forward in these stormy 
waters.”
 Those who know Burton, know he is a supporter of local 
agriculture. He said the island’s old business model of chasing 
the visitors’ dollars was already not working very well. Tourism 
has been down since August, and reduced visitor spending was 
hurting the visitor-oriented industry, according to Burton. The 
pandemic, he said, has forced the entire financial ecosystem on 
Kaua‘i to reset.
 The Kapa‘a Food Pantry at The Kaua‘i Store has struck a 
chord with the current needs of the community, he said. Kaua‘i 
Made products target higher-end consumers and are generally 
out of reach for most locals.

 “The time spent running the free food pantry is helping me 
to connect with exactly what all the different communities 
on Kaua‘i like to eat,” Burton said. “This knowledge will help 
me to shift the store’s inventory to better serve the local 
community. Localizing our business seems to be the best way 
forward on multiple levels.”
 Burton is asking the community to support local 
businesses, the life of our economy. This is an important time 
to make sure we all support each other so we can get through 
this and be strong to rebuild the economy, he said.
 “We have a big hill to climb and we need all of our local 
businesses to be at the top of our game,” Burton said.
 He is inviting everyone to the Kapa‘a Food Pantry at The 
Kaua‘i Store to get some free food. He is planning on having 
the pantry open for a while, without an end in sight.
 The Kaua‘i Store is at 4-1191 Kuhio Hwy in Kapa‘a. They 
are open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit www.
thekauaistore.com or call 631-6706 for more information.

Erik Burton, owner of The Kaua‘i Store, came up with a few ideas to stay connected with his customers and also help them 
during the most difficult times of the COVID-19 restrictions. 



www.kauaiathleticclub.com
Lihue 808-245-5381 • Kapaa  808-431-4873

Free Enrollment
Silver Sneaker, Silver & Fit, and Renew Active 
participants welcome! 

WE FIT TOGETHER!

Reopening in June!

dacrackkauai.com or use our iOS or Android app
2827 Poipu Rd., Poipu

Fresh meals 
made to 
order. No 
MSG, trans 
fatty oils, or 
table salt.

Great 
Mexican 
food for 
everyone 
from vegans 
to meat 
lovers. 

OPEN FOR TAKEOUT

FREE Keiki Burrito 

to All Kauai Keiki

chickeninabarrel.com

Chicken in a Barrel is open for takeout! 
Order on the web & skip the line. 

Four locations to serve you: Hanalei, Kapaa 
North, Coconut Marketplace & Waimea.

SO ONO

808-245-BEER • www.kauaibeer.com
4265 Rice St. Lihue • 12pm - 8pm Monday - Saturday

Full menu & growler fills 
of beer for takeout.
Family meals – great 
for sharing. $10 specials 
including Cheesesteak 
Sandwich served all 
day. Much more! Check 
our website for details.

TAKEOUT AVAILABLE

808-378-4044 • #ZENSAIKAUAISTYLE on Instagram
1-3566 Kaumualii Hwy, Hanapepe

ORDER AHEAD FOR 
PUPU PLATTERS

Open for Takeout
Open Tues–Sat 10 am – 3 pm

Visit Mālama Kaua‘i’s Local Food Connector 
to find a list of open farmers markets, CSA 
farm deliveries, food pantries and feeding 
programs, free CSA programs for low-income 
and at-risk residents, gardening resources, and 
more! www.malamakauai.org

LOCAL FOOD CONNECTOR

saenzohanabreakfast
saenzohanabreakfast

Fresh food to your door.
Delivery Haena to Kilauea.

Order via the MenuPoint app. 
(See Facebook for details)

NORTH SHORE DELIVERY

www.moloaaorganicaakauai.com
Order Online!

We are a diversified organic vegetable and 
fruit farm in Moloa’a providing produce from 
Hanalei to Kapa’a generally. Right now we are 
doing online orders for farm share boxes for 
pickups on Tuesday’s in Moloa’a and Fridays 
in Kilauea.

Moloa'a Organica'a
PRODUCE BOXES



Not only the best day 
of your vacation, but 
possibly one of the best 
days in your life!

The Only Raft Company Touring 
the Entire Na Pali Coast

808.742.6331
www.NaPaliRiders.com

Snorkel Pristine Reefs

Explore Sea Caves

*conditions
permitting

Kauai’s Best Dolphin Watch !
30’ Zodiac Raft

Scan to watch 
our video!


